2026 Nuclear Weapons

Every April, Dr. Bob Dodge, Co-President of the Board of
Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los Angeles (PSR-
LA), calculates the full cost of all nuclear weapons
programs to our communities. PSR-LA is a Coalition
Partner of Back from the Brink.

For FY 2026 (Tax Year 2025), the total U.S. nuclear
weapons programs expenditure was $137,230,000,000.
That's more than 137 BILLION DOLLARS.

This is roughly a 24% increase from the previous fiscal
year. The significant increase in spending came from an
uptick in Department of Defense nuclear spending and


https://preventnuclearwar.org/
https://www.psr-la.org/
https://www.psr-la.org/

funding for President Trump's "Golden Dome" project.
These are tax dollars much better spent on human needs.
Now more than ever, we must change our national
priorities and invest in critical needs for our survival, not
deadly weapons that must never be used. You can also
learn how to calculate costs for your community, see
resources and references, and learn more about the
project below.

Note from Dr. Dodge: These numbers represent the best
estimate possible of costs related to nuclear weapons
expenditures with publicly available data. Following last
summer’s “Big Beautiful Bill" and ongoing federal
dysfunction, the budgetary process has been plagued
with continuing resolution, “mandatory funding,” and
“reconciliation funding” that come after the budget had
been signed. In addition, the usual teasing out of the
figures between the Department of Defense, Department
of Energy, and U.S. Space Force adds to the challenge of
determining accurate numbers.

CALCULATE YOUR COMMUNITY COSTS
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES
ABOUT THE PROJECT

Below, you'll find a table with FY 2026 tax costs for major
cities, counties, and states in the United States. The table
is first sorted by the state column, and secondarily by city,
county, and state by the location column.
TABLE LEGEND
NAE - National Average Expense
POP - Population
PCI - Per Capita Income (specific to location)




FI — Federal Income (per capita)

PCIM — Per Capita Income Modifier (specific to location)
PCNT - Per Capita “Nuclear Tax" (specific to location)
NE — Nuclear Expense (specific to location)
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